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Barriers
torn down
over mural

By councils writer
JIM DICKINS

Hidden: The Macdonaldtown mural

A SYDNEY mural depicting one
of the Olympics’ greatest contro-
versies will be resurrected after
disappearing behind railway
sound barriers at Newtown.
Officials from RailCorp and

Transport Infrastructure Devel-
opment Corporation (TDIC) are
investigating ways of reinstating
the Three Proud People mural,
whichhadbecomea landmark for
city commuters.

Painted in black and white on a
terrace house wall, it depicts the
famous black power salute given
byUSathletesTommieSmith and
JohnCarlos after the 200m final at
the 1968Olympics, withAustralian
silver medallist Peter Norman by
their side on the podium.
The image occupied a promi-

nent position facing tracks near
Macdonaldtown Station until it
was all but covered up in May by
new sound-proofing structures.

After prompting by Sydney City
Council, RailCorp and TDIC have
considered reproducing the mural
on the other side of the barrier, but
have been unable to find the origi-
nal artist. They are also considering
a transparent panel, allowing com-
muters to view the existing version.
Silvio Offria, who owns the

house involved, said hewas trying
to contact the artist, a local man
he knew only as Donald.

Norman died last year but Ray
Weinberg— coachandmanager of
Australia’s athletics team in 1968
— said it was sad to obscure such a
prominent mark of recognition.

‘‘I think it would be a shame if
it’s lost because it was quite possi-

bly the most memorable event in
track and field history,’’ he said.

Norman was one of the few
people to know in advance that
Smith and Carlos were planning
their gesture, a protest at racial
discrimination in their homeland.

He did not join the salute but
wore an Olympic Project for Hu-
manRights badge in solidarity and
is said tohave suggestedSmithand
Carlos share a single pair of black
gloves to complete the look.

Weinberg, also a former Olym-
pian, said the salute wasmet with
bemusement in the stadium but
caused uproar among Olympic
officials, and outrage in parts of
the US, then shaken by civil
rights activists.

SmithandCarloswere senthome
immediately and Norman was rep-
rimanded. He was never selected in
an Australian Olympic team again,
despite holding the Australian
200mrecord.SmithandCarloswere
pall bearers at Norman’s funeral in
Melbourne last year.

1800 349 548
 OPEN 7 DAYS

*Limited numbers and time only. # Per week prices are based 
on a 10% deposit unless otherwise specifi ed with the balance 
payable over 24 months to approved purchasers only. 
Maximum payment plan amount $9,000. See our website for 
details. Prices may change without notice. Prices not available 
with any other offer. Delivery charges may apply. Subject to 
general terms and conditions of sale. All prices include GST. 
COLORBOND® steel and ZINCALUME ® steel are registered trade 
marks of BlueScope Steel Limited. Errors & omissions excepted.

www.outdoordirect.com.au

DUTCH GABLE
Heavy duty yet simple construction. You won’t fi nd 
better! Includes fl ashings and trims. 

$3453
FROM ONLY

PER 
WEEK#

Full COLORBOND® 
steel 

6m x 6m $3,990 $4,190
6m x 9m $5,500 $5,750

COLORBOND® steel with 
ZINCALUME® steel roof

STYLISH HIP
Heavy duty, full of style. Will complement any property.

$2675
FROM ONLY

PER 
WEEK#

ECONOMICAL STORAGE SPECIAL
This is an extra high horse fl oat pictured, so store 
your hay, trucks, fl oats, caravans or boats.

5.5m x 5.5m x 3m 
(Apex approx. 3.8m)
$3,390 ZINCALUME® steel

$3,690 COLORBOND® steel
$2934
FROM ONLY

PER 
WEEK#

OTHER 
SIZES 

AVAILABLE

Full COLORBOND® 
steel 

3m x 6m $3,090 $3,250
6m x 6m $3,990 $4,190
6m x 9m $5,500 $5,750

COLORBOND® steel with 
ZINCALUME® steel roof

Distributors 
Wanted

Outdoor Direct is a leading supplier 
of carports, patios and 
relocatable buildings.

Limited opportunities exist.
Check it out on 

www.outdoordirect.com.au 
or call Steve on 1800 349 548.

TAKE IT HOME FOR SPRING ONON DEPOSITDEPOSITTAKE IT HOME FOR SPRING 10%10% WITH OUR EZI-PAY
 INSTALLMENT PLAN OVER 2 YEARS

Be Quick! 
Limited Numbers   

Infrared taste test for fruit
MANDARINS and oranges could
soon be scanned with infrared
light before heading to the na-
tion’s supermarket shelves.

The Australian citrus industry
is conducting trials of the latest
non-invasive, near-infrared tech-
nology, testing sweetness and dry
matter in citrus fruit.

The InSight Sweetness Head,
which is attached to a colour-
vision gradingmachine, can proc-

ess up to 10 pieces of fruit per
second per lane and does not
damage the produce.

It could lead to improved grad-
ing of fruit and the possibility
of fruit being sold according to
its sweetness.

Trials will be conducted over
the next two years and will ini-
tially be conducted onmandarins
and oranges, before other citrus
fruit is tested.

Coupling: Chris Galea, Erica French, Kath Newby and Aaron Hickey get fit Picture: Anthony Reginato

A hot date in the park
By EMMA PRYER

MOSTsingleswouldn’t dream
ofgoingonadate incellulite-
hugginggymshorts.

But foronegroupof
Sydneysiders, theprospect of
finding lovewhile exercising is
luring themto thepark indroves.

Themenandwomen,all in
their 20sand30s,are takingpart
in the latestdatingcraze to
sweep thecity.

For $200 each,Fit2Date
promises lonelyhearts the
chance to shapeupwitha
personal trainer,whilemeeting
like-mindedsporty typesof the
opposite sex.

In the leafyenvironsofSteyne
Park,DoubleBay,onesuch
groupwarmedup lastweek fora

training session.Agroupof
attractivewomendid leg
stretchesnext toabunchof
beefy lads.Amongthemwas
ChrisGalea, 27,aplumber from
Epping,who’snot found love
since splittingwithagirlfriend
more than12monthsago.

Flexinghisbiceps,Chris
sharedhisdatingphilosophy:
‘‘This is likekilling twobirds
withonestone.Peopleget to
trainandmeetnewpeople.’’
Fit2Date’sattractive founder

EricaFrench talks thechatty
group throughthenext four
weeksof training.

The firsthour-longexercise
session is called ‘‘GroupDate’’.

Eightmenandeightwomen
arepairedoff andsplit into two
teams,whomust thencompete

in funrelaysagainst eachother.
The losing teamshave toanswer
comedyquestionsabout
themselves.At theend,
individuals fill ina
questionnaireaboutwho they
likeandwhy.

Thesecondweek isdubbed
‘‘DoubleDate’’,wherepairsare
split into teamsof four; the third
is the ‘‘BlindDate’’and the
fourth isnamed ‘‘YourChoice’’.
FlightattendantKathNewby,

34, fromCoogee,hasbeensingle
for eightmonthsanddoesn’t
seemperturbedby theprocess.

She said: ‘‘I’mnotgoing to
findmyperfect guy ina
nightcluband I feel abit
desperatedoing Internetdating,
so this feelsmore relaxed. It’s
just likea funsocial group.’’
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